Resources for Contesting

Contest Calendars

QST– Contest Corral

ARRL Web Site – Contest Calendar - www.arrl.org/contests/calendar.html
WA7BNM’s Contest Calendar - www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
SM3CER’s Contest Calendar - www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
VK4DX’s Contest Calendar – www.vk4dx.net

Contest Logging Software

CT – www.k1ea.com
TR-LOG –  www.qth.com/tr


NA – datom.contesting.com
WriteLog –www.writelog.com

N3FJP Contest Loggers - www.n3fjp.com

N1MM Contest Logger – www.n1mm.com

Tutorials and Helpful Sites

Contesting.Com Web site - www.contesting.com

KA9FOX Web Site - www.qth.com/ka9fox/

NG3K Web Site - www.cpcug.org/user/wfeidt/Contest/

K1TTT Web Site - also excellent technical reference page - www.k1ttt.net/

KC1XX Web Site - huge station in New England - www.kc1xx.com/

Local Clubs & Conventions

Western Washington DX Club - www.wwdxc.org

Redmond Top Key Contest Club - www.qsl.net/rtkcc/

Pacific NW VHF Society - www.qsl.net/pnwvhfs/

Pacific NW DX Convention - Jul 19-20 in Vancouver, next year Jul 17-18 in Seattle

Pacific NW VHF Convention - Sep 26-28 in Everett

Magazines, Newsletters, and Books

ARRL “Contester’s Rate Sheet” - www.arrl.org/contests/rate-sheet/about.html
CQ-Contest Reflector - www.contesting.com

QST - www.arrl.org

National Contest Journal - www.ncjweb.com

ARRL Operating Manual

ARRL Antenna Book

The Complete DX-er by Bob Locher W9KNI (Idiom Press)

Getting Going in the Sweepstakes by Ward Silver, NØAX

One of the fall contest season’s biggest attractions is the ARRL Sweepstakes, having run since 1932.  The object is to contact stations in the 80 ARRL Sections.  The exchange is based on the header information for radiograms.  100 QSOs qualifies you for a Sweepstakes pin and working all 80 sections (a “Clean Sweep”) makes you eligible for a FB coffee mug!  The complete rules are available on the ARRL Web site at www.arrl.org/contests/forms.

What follows is a guide to operating in the Sweepstakes.  The CW portion runs from 2100Z Saturday through 0300Z Monday (Sunday evening) on 80 through 10 meters (not on 160, 30, 17, or 12-meters). The Phone portion runs at the same times and bands two weekends later. While you might find the high code speeds intimidating, tune high in the bands to find folks going nice and slow. The Novice bands on 80, 40, 15, and 10 meters are good slow-speed territory. Don't be afraid to jump in and call. I guarantee your code speed will double with just a few hours at the key.

Here's how it works on CW.  On phone, be sure to use standard phonetics and give your FULL call. Ready?  Pick up those #2 pencils and start tuning!
1) You hear somebody calling "CQ SS CQ SS de NØAX"
2) Send your call ONCE - "W1AW" - don't send their call, don't send yours twice or three times, and if you’re QRP, don’t add “/QRP”. If they don't copy your call on the first try, they'll send "AGN" or "?" or just CQ again. So call 'em again. If they're going too fast, wait until the action slows down and send "QRS”.
3) If they hear you, they'll send something like this: "W1AW 107 A NØAX 72 WWA" What the heck does that mean?

· W1AW lets you know they're talking to you

· 107 is their number of the contact in the contest (their next contact will be 108, etc.)

· A is their entry class or, in Sweepstakes a precedence--there are A, B, M, Q, S, and U classes

· Then they send their call

· 72 is the last two digits of the first year they were licensed - it's called a check
· WWA means Western Washington, their ARRL Section abbreviation

4) If you don't get it all, it's perfectly OK to send "QRS PSE, AGN" - which means "Slow down, send it again, please" or ask for a repeat as shown in step 6 below.
5) If you do get it - way to go! Here's what you send in reply:

· Their call

· The number this contact is in the contest for you

· Your class (QRP is Q, <150W is A, >150W is B, M is multioperator, S is a school club, and U is unlimited)

· Your call

· The last two digits of the first year you were licensed - if you got your license last year, your check is 02.

· Your section abbreviation, such as "IL" for Illinois. Note that Los Angeles section operators use “LAX”, while Louisiana is “LA”.  Be careful to use the right abbreviation.  It’s easy to confuse AL (Alabama) and AK (Alaska) or MI (Michigan) and Minnesota (MN) for example.

6) If they don't get it, they may say...with a question mark, maybe...

· "AGN" - send everything all over again once

· "NR" - repeat the serial number

· “CLASS”, "PREC" or just "PR" - repeat your class of A, B, Q, M, S, or U

· "CALL" - repeat your call (this is rare)

· "CK" - your check, repeat the two digits of the year, 

· "SEC" or "QTH" - repeat your section

7) They may ask YOU to QRS, you speed demon, so do it with a smile!
8) If they copy everything, they'll send "TU" (thanks) or "R" (Roger) or "QSL" (for received OK) and then a CQ or maybe just their call and away you go.
9) Sometimes, it just doesn't work out - QRM (interference) or QRN (static) or QSB (fading) or the cat could cough up a hairball on the rug requiring immediate action. Don't take it personally; just go find somebody else to call. It's a no-fault deal.
10) If you get tired of searching and pouncing, then tighten your belt, mop your brow, cock your hat at a jaunty angle and call CQ! It's easy - don't have a cow, man, just call "CQ SS CQ SS de W1AW W1AW" and listen, repeat if necessary. Soon you'll get an answer. Just play back the above steps with you as the call-ee.


It's a lot of fun - the hours will fly by. Come spring of 2004, you can click on over to the contest results and wonder-of-wonders, there your call will be with the mighty titans in the very same font size just a few lines away. Woo-hoo!!
